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Welcome 1o GCSE Photography

This handbook is designed to help you throughout your
GCSE photography course. It contains exam board information,

course structure and useful help sheets.

You can also find more information and links to resources here
http://bbsphotography 101 .weebly.com/

If you have any further questions please contact

amanda.corbishley@taw.org.uk

(After school sessions are available for extra help or catch-up)
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Course Information

The GCSE Photography course is made up of 2 parts, Componentl and Component 2.

C1—Coursework/Portfolio. This is worth 60% of your marks

C2—Exam. This is the external set task, set by the exam board Eduqgas worth 40%.

Coursework(C1)

Year 10 (and part of year 11)

¢+ The Basics - Get to know your camera, Shutter speed, Aperture and Depth of Field,
ISO, Composition, and the Formal Elements.

. Projects will consist of a range of tasks designed to give you a broad and varied
portfolio. Each project will follow a ‘theme’ decided by your teacher. Throughout
each project, you will analyse photographs, develop photoshop skills, real world
edits, alternative photography, using traditional and digital methods and materials.

B Throughout the course you will build a digital portfolio on Onenote, an A5/A4
sketchbook and A2 presentation boards. If you prefer to work entirely in a
sketchbook then this is fine, but you will be expected to print off any images and
present them, to show the development of your ideas for assessment purposes.

Year 11

N At the start of year 11, you will begin preparation for your mock exam. This task will
be set internally by the art department, where you will select a title from a series of
starting points. The mock exam is usually taken around the end of December.

Exam(C2

In January of year 11 you will receive the external set task paper, set by Eduqas. The
format that you will follow will be the same as the mock exam. You will select from one of
the themes, have approximately 7 weeks to prepare and then sit the 10 hour practical
exam in the spring term. All work for this exam will count towards 40% of your final marks.
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Monitoring and Assessment

You and your parents will receive monitoring in line with the schools reporting system. In
addition to this you will receive targets on areas that need to be improved as written
and verbal feedback during lessons. It is important that any areas for improvement are
actioned immediately.

-
eduqas

Part of WJEC

Edugas exam board have a list of assessment objectives that the Art and Photography
department use to assess C1 and C2

It is important that you familiarise yourself with the assessment objectives. This is how you
get marks, and ultimately reach your target grade.

HOW DO | GET A GRADE 9.8,7,67 i

i e Planning, photoshoots and ideas are sophisticated, refined and explored through rigorous selection and
~=

purpose.
* Written work is sophisticated, technical and uses analytical language

s Images are taken and edited extensively, with rigorous and effective reflection as work progresses.
e Editing and development of ideas is highly imaginative, personal, and meaningful.

® All planning and photoshoots are refined, controlled, and show effective reflection as work
progresses.

s Written work uses a range of independent, analytical photographic language with confidence.
» Images show originality and independence from photos at home and school with a strong
composition, visual elements, and camera skills.

* Photoshop and real-world edits show creative and confident control of materials.

e Opinions and ideas expressed are imaginative, personal, and meaningful.

1

—
ad

e All planning and photoshoots show a good lewel of skill and control.

,;;j e Written work uses reasonable analysis with some technical language.
e Images from photoshoots are good quality, considered and appropriate, showing good use of camera
skills.
e Editing using photoshop and real world edits is refined and reasonably controlled
® Opinions and ideas are reasonably and reflects on work as it progresses.

L
1

¢ All planning and photoshoots are completed to a good standard with some skill and control

e Written work is satisfactory and with generally independent responses.

e Good quality images are taken at home/school with some consideration of composition and camera skills.
® Photoshop and real world editing shows appropriate use of media, materials with some experiments and
refinement as work progresses.

AO1 202

Refine
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Assessment Objectives Checklist

i,

eduqo;

art of WJEC

GCSE ART and DESIGN

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVE CHECKLIST FOR STUDENTS
COMPONENT 1 PORTFOLIO / COMPONENT 2 EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT

Guidance on writing: You should record your ideas, observations, insights and independent judgements, not only
in visual terms but also through written commentary. You may use annotation or more extended forms of writing to

show how you have met any one, or any combination, of the assessment objectives. Your style of writing should be
suitable for purpose, legible, clear and coherent. You should use specialist vocabulary where appropriate.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Provide evidence that shows you have:

Jorx

AO1
Critical Understanding

Develop ideas through
investigations, demonstrating
critical understanding of
sources.

Investigated the work of other artists, craftspeople and
designers as well as other sources and used your research to
develop a range of ideas.

Documented your own judgements and opinions about the work
of others.

Developed your ideas through sustained, focused and
coherent investigations, demonstrating a clear understanding
of your sources and their relevance to your own ideas.

AO2
Creative Making

Refine work by exploring
ideas, selecting and
experimenting with appropriate
media, materials, techniques
and processes.

Explored and refined your ideas throughout each stage of
development.

Been able to select and experiment with a variety of materials
and processes in order to progress your work.

Skilfully and safely handled materials and processes to produce
quality outcomes.

Reviewed your work to improve quality as it progresses.

AO3
Reflective Recording

Record ideas, observations
and insights relevant to
intentions as work progresses.

Used suitable and varied methods to record ideas,
observations and experiences, preferably from first hand, rather
than secondary, sources.

Demonstrated that your research and enquiry has been relevant
to your personal intentions.

Organised and clearly conveyed your ideas as they have
developed from your research, reflecting on your work as it has
progressed.

AO4
Personal Presentation

Present a personal and
meaningful response that
realises intentions and
demonstrates understanding
of visual language.

Presented your own, imaginative ideas and outcomes.

Demonstrated the processes through which you have realised
your intentions.

Made clear connections between the various parts of your
work, including that of other artists, craftspeople and designers;
so that it is meaningful and in a sequence that can be easily
followed

Thought carefully about the final selection and method of
presentation of your work.

J Uub o agpogognl
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AO1 - DEVELOP

(Critical understanding)
» s e B oy gy e o == —

Detailed and in depth mindmap/spider
diagram with words/notes and images.

Looked at the work of
photographers/artists/designers that
link with your theme and ideas.

Write detailed and quality analysis
about the photographers/artists ideas
and work.

Create your own interpretations,
studies and responses to their work.

Show how the artists have influenced
your work and ideas.

Explained and shown how elements of
your work are based on the
photographers/artists you have
looked at.

K K &I & Kl &

AO3 - RECORD

[Reflective Recording]

Plan each photo shoot(when appropriate)
and include sketches/drawings and notes
to visualise your intentions.

Produce contact sheets as evidence for
each photo shoot.

Annotate each photo shoot and evaluate
your work to explain your thoughts and
ideas.

Take high quality photos with
consideration for the formal elements
and rules of composition.

Ensure all observations link clearly to
your theme/project.

K K K K & K

Keep organised digital folders for each
photo shoot.
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AO2 - REFINE

[Creative Making]

Explore and experiment with a
variety of hand altered/real world
edits.

Work with different editing
methods/techniques.

Annotate your experiments and then
re-work/further develop your ideas.

Take creative risks and learn from
them, including mistakes.

Try things more than once to show
improvement and refinement of ideas.

Refine, review the materials and
techniques you have used and then
selected the best for your ideas

AO4 - PRESENT

[Personal Presentation]

Make sure you have at least 3 different
design ideas before deciding on your
final idea.

Plan and practise your editing,
composition and materials needed for
your final piece(s)

Ensure that the final piece has strong
links to the photographers/artist you
have looked at.

Your portfolio/sketchbook/presentation
boards should document and explain how
your ideas have developed.

Consider presentation and how you might
display your personal response.

Your personal response should have a
‘eonclusion’ to your project.
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Camera Settings
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OOOOOOOOOO

| F32 F22 F16 F11 56 F4 F28 F2 Fi4

EsESIES|ESEIES | ESEIIES|ES

1/1000 1/500 1/250 1/125 1/60 1/30 1/15 1/8 1/4 1/

15050 150100 ISO200 ISO400 I1S0800 1501600 IS0 3200 ISO 6400 15012800 150 25600

THE EXPOSURE TRIANGLE

1/8000s

E§E more Light less ¥
= (= (2] [2] [ [®
Sharpness ——>
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Rules of Composition
1Rule of Thirds[l|2 Balance Vmeviﬂ;oim

Imagine that your image is divided into nine equal
segments by two vertical and two horizontal lines. Try Place your main SUbjEC1 e has a massive
impact on the

to position the most important elements in your scene off-centre as with the rule of

along these lines or at the points where they intersect. 5

Doing so will add balance and interest to your photo . 'h"d?-‘ creates a more composition of
interesting photo, but it can a photo and as

aresult can

leave a void in a scene. You

. . should balance the weight of reatly affect
3 LeCId | ng I.l n es your subject by including ?he message
another object of lesser that the
When we look at a photo our eye is importance to fill the space. photograph
naturally drawn along lines. By conveys.
thinking about how you place lines in Rather than just
your composition, you can affect the 5 B (o [ ot kg roun d shooting from
way an image is viewed. As well as The human eye is excellent at eye level,
straight, try curved, zig-zag, diagonal, ki bbb 5 photograph
aﬁglegs-shaped I?nes?o fukge a dlsimguushmg between different I from above,
elements in a photograph down at the

journey through a photograph

GOBy cropping fight )
round the subject
you eliminate the ewm
background 'noise’,
ensuring the

Q.

Q.

subject getsthe @
-

[

where as a camera has the
tendency to flatten the
foreground and background.
To get over this problem look
for a plain un-obftrusive
background that does not
distract from the subject that is
the main focus.

ground, from
the side, from
the back, from
a long way,
from very close
up etc

viewers full attention

Symmetry & Patterns
We are surrounded by symmeiry and patterns both natural and
man-made. They can make for very eye-catching
compositions, particularly in situations where they are not
expected. Another great way to use them is to break the symmetry or
pattern in some way by intfroducing a focal point to the scene.

E!. Erm lfmgobiects which make a 9 Degth
oto by including objects

perfect frame, trees, archways, hands, Depth can be created in a

fences etc. by placing these around the in the foreground, middle ground and background.
edge of the composition you help to isolate Another useful technique is overlapping , where you
the main subject. The result is a more deliberately obscure one object with another. The
focused image which draws the eye human eye will recognise these as layers create a

naturally to the focal point. S ob chapsit o Vel i

Full Sunlight, No Shade or Clouds

I so Sunlight with partial cloud cover or shade
Indoors near a large window with bright sunlight
pouring in

800-1250

In a darker room with little source of light
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AWA AFFINITY

Digital Editing [ EEES

The image manipulation software that you will be using is Photoshop, which is part of the

Adobe Creative Suite. If you want to purchase Photoshop for use at home you can subscribe fo the
Adobe Creative Cloud,

hitp://www.adobe.com/uk/products/photoshop.himl There is a reduced cost for students but it is still
pretty expensive!!

If you have access to this software at home, it would benefit you greatly if you practised. The software is
vast and it is not possible to learn everything during your course. If you have not used the Photoshop
interface before it can be quite daunting but you will quickly get to know the basics so that you can
enhance your own photographs. If you have a later version of Photoshop, CS5 or even CS4, they are
pretty similar. Knowing your way around any version would be a help.

Photoshop Elements is a simpler version of Adobe C$6 Photoshop but does not always have the same
method of producing final images, so make sure that you are using CSé the full version.

Serif Photo is another program that works similar fo Photoshop, that is available on the schools network.
Affinity Photo is the newest version of Serif Photo, that you can purchase as a standalone program from

https://affinity.serif.com/en-gb/photo/#buy ...no subscription like Photoshop.

Free Alternatives

If you don't have Photoshop try these free alternative versions. They have a similar layout to Photoshop
and are still good for practising and getting used to the interface.

PixIr - (Online editing) https://pixir.com/e/

Gimp (download) - https://www.gimp.org/

Paint.NET (download) - https://www.getpaint.net/index.html

=

Y.
,_.’r i
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Photographic Glossary

Aperture Priority mode: Noted as AV (Aperture Value) or A (Aperture) on
the camera shoofing mode dial. When you set the aperture, the camera
automatically chooses the shutter speed for a properly exposed im-
age. Choose a large aperture (smalll f/stop value) to achieve a shallow
depth of field, and a small aperture (large f/stop value) to achieve a
large depth of field. You achieve the shallowest depth of field when using
a large aperture with a telephoto lens, and the largest depth of field
when using a small aperture with a wide-angle lens. Use this shooting
mode when your primary objective is to control depth of field.

Depth of field: The distance in front of and behind the subject that ap-

pears to be in focus. When you shoot portraits, try to capture a shallow

depth of field where your subject is in focus but the foreground

and background are blurred. When you shoot landscapes, try to
capture a large depth of field where the entire scene is in focus.

F/stop: The diameter of the opening of the lens relative to the focal
length. A small f/stop value lets a lot of light into the camera, whereas a
large f/stop lets a small amount of light into the camera.

ISO: The camera'’s sensitivity to light. Increasing the ISO rating makes it
possible to take pictures in low light conditions without using a tripod.
However, increasing the ISO also increases the amount of digital noise
that's visible in the resulting photograph.

Shutter Priority mode: Noted as TV (Time Value) or S (Shutter) on the cam-
era shooting mode dial. When you set the shutter speed (the amount of
time the shutter stays open), the camera automatically chooses the aper-
ture for a properly exposed image. Shutter speeds can range from a very
fast 1/4000 of a second to aslong as 15 seconds or more. The range of
shutter speeds varies depending on the cost of the camera and on the
manufacturer. Choose a fast shutter speed to freeze action, and a slow
shutter speed when you want to blur an object in motion. Use this shoot-
ing mode when your subject is moving.

Vi
ay P
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White week-Monday P1, Friday P4

Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4
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Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4
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White week-Monday P1, Friday P4

Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4



GCSE Target grade
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Date

Grade

Intervention
(y/n)

Date
attended

Work completed

White week-Monday P 1, Friday P4

Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4



September 2020

Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Sun

1 | 2 E 4 | 5 | 6
7 | 8 |9 |10 | 1L | 12 | 13
14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
21 | 29 [ 29 a4 [ o5 | 96 | 97
28 | 20 | 30

November 2020

Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Sun

1
2|1 3| 4| 5|6 |78
O |10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15
16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22

23|24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29
30

October 2020

Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Sun

1123 4

5| 6|7 | 8| 9 |10] 11
12 |13 | 14 | 15 16 | 17 | 18
24 | 25

HALF TERM

= 1)

HALF TERM

HALF TERM

S

December 2020
Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Sun

1

2

3

4

3

6

10

11

12

13

18

19

20

CHRISTMAS TERM

26

CHRISTMAS TERM

White week-Monday P1, Friday P4

Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4



21

WWW ebi

heisors T T T T~ B

| I

| I

| e I
WWW ebi

[Next steps

White week-Monday P 1, Friday P4

Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4



Notes

White week-Monday P1, Friday P4

Blue week-Wednesday P2&3, Friday P4



